APPENDIX A

RESOLUTION OF THE CONGRESS WORKING
COMMITTEE (MAY 24, 1946)
The Working Committee has given careful consideration
to the statement dated May 16, 1946, issued by the Delegation
of the British Cabinet ard the Viceroy on behalf of the
British Government as well as the correspondence relating to
it that has passed between the Congress President and the"
members of the Delegation, They have examined it with
every desire to find a way for a peaceful and co-operative
transfer of power and the establishment of a free and indepen-
dent India. Such an India must necessarily have a strong,
central authority, capable of representing the nation with
power and dignity in the councils or the world.
In considering the statement the Working Committee-
have kept in view the picture of the future, in so far as this*
was available to them from the proposals made for the
formation of a provisional Government and the clarification
given by members of the Delegation.
This picture is still incomplete and vague, It is only on
the basis of the full picture that they can judge and come to
a decision as to how far this is in conformity with the objec-
tives they aim at* These objectives are:
Independence for India, a strong, though limited, central
authority, full autonomy for the provinces, the establishment
of a democratic structure in the centre and in the units, the*
guarantee of the fundamental rights of each individual so that
he may have full and equal opportunities of growth, and
further that each community should have opportunity to1
live the life of its choice within the larger framework.
The Committee regret to find a divergence between these
objectives and the various proposals that have been made on
behalf of the British Government, and, in particular, there is
no vital change envisaged during the interim period whea